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	Everybody needs skilled neighbours

Research commissioned by the Edge Foundation about UK public perceptions of vocational qualifications reveals that skilled trades such as plumber are ranked higher than professions such as law and medicine as useful neighbours.

Most valued neighbours

       Least valued neighbours

· Plumber

· Electrician

· Doctor

· Builder

· Mechanic

· Carpenter

· Police officer

· Gardener

· Nurse

· IT technician

· Actor

· Politician

· Psychologist

· Carer
· Footballer

· Musician

· Florist

· Lawyer

· Taxi driver

· Seamstress

To download the full report, go to: www.vqday.org.uk/news/everybody-needs-skilled-neighbours
Digital apprenticeships
iCredo Digital, which works with the UK’s leading tech start-ups, digital media & mobile agencies, online retailers and gaming companies, is offering higher level apprenticeships starting in August 2015 for students interested in:

· IT systems and networking 

· Digital marketing

· Software and web development

· Creative media

· Cyber security

For more information, go to: http://icredodigital.com/blog/8/digital-apprenticeships
Tomorrow’s Engineers Week 

The Tomorrow’s Engineers website has been updated and includes case studies, information for students and careers advisers along with resources and ideas for in-school activities.  For more information, go to: www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk/home
Careers in Sport

The Careers in Sport website has been updated and includes job profiles, a directory of UK sport courses and qualifications, information and advice about researching and finding careers in sport and details of forthcoming national sports roadshows.  For more information, go to: www.careers-in-sport.co.uk
Europass
Europass is a useful source of information and advice for students interested in studying or working in a European country. Topics covered include:

· Learning in Europe

· Working in Europe

· Volunteering and exchanges in Europe

· Living in Europe

For more information, go to: www.europass.cedefop.europa.eu
UCAS international teachers’ and advisers’ conference - June 2015

Topics at this recent UCAS conference included:

· The UCAS application cycle

· Bridging the gap – university pathways for international students

· Demystifying league tables 

· Employability – how UK universities prepare students for career success

· How to apply for a student visa

· Understanding fee status

· Applying to Oxford or Cambridge

· Admissions tests

· UK conservatoires – an alternative route of study for gifted performers

· Getting into engineering

· Getting into law
· Studying at the London School of Economics
· UK medical schools and the medical selection process

· Writing effective personal statements and references
· UCAS update and vital statistics

To download the conference presentations, go to: 

www.ucasevents.com/ucas/frontend/reg/tOtherPage.csp?pageID=648966&eventID=1418&eventID=1418
Higher education in Australia and New Zealand 

Study Options, the only organization in the UK that focuses exclusively on Australian and New Zealand higher education, has moved to new offices.  
· Bristol office – 83 Alma Road, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 2DP

· London office – 19 Eastbourne Terrace, Platform 1, Paddington Station, W2 6LG

In addition to providing information about higher education opportunities in Australia and New Zealand and organizing a series of information events and exhibitions to meet university representatives, Study Options helps students through the application process including arranging visas.  
For more information, go to: www.studyoptions.com.
Sky Academy Careers Labs

Sky Academy Careers Labs are full-day career experience workshops at Sky’s HQ in West London which give 16 to 19 year-olds the chance to take part in practical workplace challenges and learn about careers in media, business and technology.  Participants will work with Sky staff to explore and understand careers within the industry and undertake practical challenges. For more information, go to: https://teachers.sky.com/careers-lab
Volunteering opportunities 

VSO is offering 3 month volunteering opportunities in Africa or Asia with the International Citizen Service. Participants will get the chance to experience another culture, challenge themselves, develop their potential and work on genuine development projects that will have a lasting impact.  For more information, go to: www.vso-ics.org.uk 

My Future: Getting Ahead
Speakers and contributors at this workshop for students at Dulwich College on Sunday 5th July 2015 which focuses on future careers and skills include:

· Deep Valecha, self-made millionaire, businessman and entrepreneur 

· Jon Sen, writer and director, on creativity and traits needed to succeed
· Samira Lindstedt, leading coach and mentor, who will run sessions on presentation skills and how to be ‘exceptional’

· Simon Gompertz, BBC Finance Correspondent, who will outline what to expect when entering the workplace (TBC)

· LifeSkills (created with Barclays) will run workshops on what employers want 

· Jeremy Berhmann, career and entrepreneurship coach, speaker, author and facilitator of epic adventures

· The National Citizen Service, which will run a session on citizenship and adding value to CV/personal statements

· WhatUni?, which will run a session on choosing the right course and university 
For more information, go to:  www.myfuturewise.org.uk/courses_and_events.aspx
Inspiring Futures Annual Training Course: 26th and 27th August 2015
Designed as a comprehensive overview of careers and higher education work in schools, the two day course in Camberley covers the following topics: 

· What lies ahead for school leavers?
· Managing a careers department
· Supporting students (and their parents) – the information, advice and guidance pyramid
· Information sources to support careers and higher education research, planning and decisions
· Use of psychometrics in career guidance
· Effective guidance discussions and action planning
· Work related learning
· Social media and careers 
· Higher education – an overview, personal statements and references
· Alterative pathways at 18 +
· Developing your programme
For more information, go to: 

www.inspiringfutures.org.uk/schools/school_staff_events/cpd/annual_training_course.aspx
John Watson: International Director, Inspiring Futures
 0788 7758979john.watson@inspiringfutures.org.uk
ISCO Membership is managed by The Inspiring Futures Foundation, a not-for-profit organisation which, for over 70 years, has been working with young people in partnership with schools in the UK and internationally, providing impartial and expert career guidance that includes, psychometric profiling, personal interviews, work-related learning and skills  development activities, information events, workshops and conferences and much more.
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